Table To Illustrate The Distinction Between

Sex-Disaggregated Statistics and Gender Data

	School with Total Enrollment of 100 Children

	Girls
	Boys
	Implications …

	Statistics disaggregated by sex
	: 

	40
	60
	There are more boys than girls in the school

	Gender Data
	

	10 of 40 are from poor households (25 %)
	35 of 60 are from poor households (55%)
	Poor households make more effort to educate their sons. 

	Of the ten girls from  poor households, 1 girl is from a Muslim family



	Of the 35 boys from poor households, 22  are from Muslim families 
	Must be correlated with proportion of  Muslim families in the population at large.  Indicates that Muslim families place additional importance on boys’ rather than girls’ education.  Special measures may need to be taken to educate parents about the value of girls’ education and support girls’ access to school.

	Girls are absent from school when babies are born

	Boys are absent from school in the dry season,  to dig ditches


	The dry season happens at the same time every year.  Teachers can therefore plan the curriculum around those absences.  Pregnancies and births are random, so girls are at a disadvantage, even if the total days absent are equivalent. 

	30% are malnourished


	20% are malnourished 
	This tells us how girls are treated at home relative to boys.  Nutritional level affect learning and retention.  Boys and girls may both be able to attend school, but they cannot access the opportunity equally if girls are malnourished relative to boys.

	Domestic work 4 hrs before and after school, including water, firewood, cooking, cleaning, sibling child care, selected agricultural tasks 
	Domestic work 30 minutes after school, cattle 


	This has implications for homework.  It has implications for discussion of entitlements, in relation to leisure time as a resource.  Men’s privilege is often embedded in their position, invisible to the men who experience it.  Making this privilege visible is a characteristic outcome of gender specific data and its use in development decision-making. 

	Parents not supportive of progress of girls on to high school  (e.g. 38% of girl students’ parents interviewed responded positively)
	Parents are determined sons will go to high school (e.g. 77% of boy students’ parents  interviewed responded positively) 
	Without family support, social policy interventions or development project-specific inputs may not be long-term or yield lasting change.  Work with parents is a possibility; so it work with village/community leaders.  Multiple strategies are usually needed to make the necessary structural changes – building on the concept of social relations, the network of community relationships.


“Statistics are just people with the tears wiped off.”  (Liv Uhlman.)  
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